Child Welfare League of America (CWLA)
4AO First Street, RW
Washington, DC  20001
(202) 638-2952

Handicapping Conditions Served:   All handicaps.
Users Served:  Child welfare professionals.

The Organization: The Child Welfare League of America (CWLA) is a federation of about
400 public and private social service agencies in Canada and the United States. The
member agencies provide a variety of child welfare services to children and their families.
The agencies' services include, but are not limited to, foster care, counseling, day care,
adoption, and services for unmarried parents, The League offers consultation to agencies on
day-to-day and long range problems in policy, program, and practice. It establishes
standards, provides consultation, conducts research, holds regional workshops and training
conferences for professionals, offers a personnel referral service for top administrators only,
and acts as an advocate for child welfare issues in Washington and in 27 state capitals,

Among the League's several specialized programs is the Permanent Families for Children
Unit, which provides special assistance for child welfare agencies and advocates to improve
their procedures for reuniting children with their biologic families when possible or for
funding appropriate adoptive or permanent foster homes. PFC includes the North American
Center on Adoption to provide information and referral resources.

Under a separate grant from the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), CWLA
conducted a developmental disabilities project which focuses on the adoption of the severely
handicapped. A resource book called Reaching Out, a slide show and a videocassette are
available.

Through grants from HHS, the League has developed three curricula for foster parent
education; Introduction to Foster Parenting: Foster Parenting a Retarded Child; and Foster
Parenting an Adolescent. Brochures detailing the materials, and consultation on the use of
the materials are available upon request.

Information Services: The League's Informational Resource Service acts as a clearinghouse
for information about child welfare services and related subjects. H has a national
videotaped lending library for agencies, organizations, and individuals,

A publication catalog includes titles of more than 120 books on foster parenting and
administration of foster care agencies. Final reports on League studies are also available.
CWLA publishes a professional journal, Child Welfare, as well as newsletters covering
administrative, legislative, and parenting topics. Fees are charged for all publications.

The Children's Campaign, founded in 1985, is an attempt to organize individuals around
children's issues. This network is used for advocacy, education and communication.

263ch is also available on cassette. A Directory of Radio
